St.Mary Parish Pastoral Council Meeting #3

June 16, 2011

Minutes

In Attendance:

Chapis, Rick

Cox, Susan

Frank, Mark

Gretchko, Fr. Ed

Hill, Andy

Hollinger, Brian

Martin, Bobbie

Miller, Fr. Bob

Peters, Andrea

Squiric, Sr. Jean Marie

Steiner, Sr. Doris

A. Opening of Meeting

Fr. Ed opened the meeting with a prayer.

B. Minutes from May 19th 

A few corrections were noted; Andy will make the corrections and forward the minutes to Jennifer Loudiana for the parish website.

C. Around the Table

Parish Life Subcommittee:

Brian and Sr. Jean reported that they are attempting to create a parish activity calendar.  They described their goal as being:

“To facilitate the communication of the different activities taking place in the parish, school to increase overall awareness, participation, and help avoid confusion and conflicts for the use of spaces and resources”.

They described their plan as to:

“Have all groups provide their standard meeting times and locations to be added to a master calendar the we hope to display on the website.  In addition, annual and special parish and school events will also be scheduled and displayed.  We will ask for a contact for each group that can be listed on the website for people interested in finding out more information about a group so potential new members have a way to find out more information.”

They set a target date of July 11th for the initial calendar meeting.  

Social Justice/Pro-Life:

Linda Diruzza was mentioned as a contact for this subcommittee.

Christian Formation:

Sr. Doris and Susan reported that this committee would be meeting at the end of next week.

Worship/Liturgical Planning:

Andrea reported that school students would make boutique baskets; the boutique will be November 19th and 20th.  The commitee will be selling parish picnic raffle tickets.  October Fest will be October 22nd.  

Buiding and Grounds:

The garage door is fixed.  The second collection for grounds on Sunday netted $1400.  Concern was raised that bushes may be blocking the cornerstone of the church.  

Finance:

Rick reported that the finance committee meets 4-5 times/year.  The fiscal year for the church runs July 1st through June 30th.  Rick reports to the parish community one time per year; usually in August or September at all masses.  Rick said we need $15,000/Sunday collection and most Sunday’s we do not get that amount.  He said that bequests have significantly helped the parish.  Rick reported that our parish does still have savings.  Rick reported that our parish population numbers seem to be holding steady even though there is a perception that our population is decreasing.  Rick said 44-45% of the school budget is subsidized by the parish, which is in line with Diocesan recommendations.  Rick also said the finance committee has considered looking into the ability of parishioners to give through automatic withdrawal.

D. Parish Mission Statement

After much discussion on key words and phrases, two versions of the parish mission statement were left to ponder before our next meeting.

Version #1:

We, St. Mary’s Parish, a diverse body of individuals drawing strength from tradition and ancestors, witness to one another through faith the love of Christ in our lives by spreading the Gospel of hope, justice and forgiveness.

Version #2:

We, St. Mary’s Parish, a diverse family of faith drawing strength from our Catholic tradition and from each other, witness through faith the love of Christ in our lives by living and spreading the Gospel of hope, justice and forgiveness.

Members were asked to give each version some thought prior to our next meeting.  At our next meeting further discussion and revision will occur as we work toward a final product.

E. Parish Picnic

Sr. Jean will hold an organizational meeting for the parish picnic on July 18th at 7:00 p.m.  The parish picnic will occur on August 21st.

F. Other

The next Pastoral Council meeting will be held on Thursday, July 21st at 7:00 p.m. in the adult education room by the gym.

G. Conclusion of Meeting

Fr. Bob concluded the meeting with a prayer.
